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Government of Colombia and Dimar 
promote flag bill. 
 
The initiative seeks to enhance the competitiveness and 
economy of the country. 
 

 
 

he vice president of Colombia and president of the 
Colombian Oceans Commission, Marta Lucía 
Ramírez, spoke with a group of congressmen 

within the framework of the Flagging Law Project, an 
initiative that seeks to make Colombia a competitive 
country in the sustainable use of resources marine, 
reactivating the economy of the sector. 
 
This initiative is also promoted by the General Maritime 
Directorate (Dimar); the Ministry of Defense, through the 
General Maritime Directorate; and the National Navy, La 
Libertad newspaper reported. This project contemplates 
establishing a regime for the flagging of ships, nautical 
devices and have tax incentives for activities related to 
the maritime sector in Colombia. In addition, it allows the 
creation and maintenance of markets that generate 
knowledge, independence and skills to exercise a 
presence in the marine territory, in order to strengthen the 
country's capacities. noted that it is "working on the 
growth of the sectors of logistics, sustainability, 

transportation, entrepreneurship, mining and energy 
resources and the development of science, technology 
and innovation." He also hinted that Colombia's strategic 
position can provide better conditions in terms of 
international leadership, being a decisive area for 
shipping companies. For her part, the Defense Minister, 
Carlos Holmes Trujillo, indicated that the tax incentives 
will enhance "shipyards, ship repair shops and support for 
the development of the national shipping industry for the 
economic reactivation of the country." The vice president 
of the Colombian House of Representatives, Astrid 
Sánchez, explained the value of this bill that "is of vital 
importance in the midst of this pandemic and on the road 
to economic reactivation, because it can generate a 
significant number of jobs. he is going to promote the 
ordering of this type of ships in Colombia. " 
 
The project 
 
The Flagging Law Project contains five titles and 33 
articles that aim to improve the current measures in the 
single national registry of ships, which is classified by the 
service that each one provides, delimiting requirements 
demanded of high-board, cabotage, fishing and 
recreation. In addition, this will allow the classification 
of special registration for artisanal fishing vessels, 
elimination of public deed such as the sale of vessels and 
industry artifacts. Another important axis in the process 
is speeding up the verification of reports on drug 
trafficking, which has stigmatized the maritime sector 
and discouraged investors. Also, it intends to achieve the 
provisional registration electronically with a ship abroad 
within a period of 72 hours, including its registration, a 
task that would be the responsibility of Dimar. Finally, it 
seeks to give naval mortgages and maritime guarantees, 
allowing ships to be delivered as guarantees for loans that 
help financing projects and expansion possibilities. Tax 
benefits will be granted, creation of a preferential rate of 
2% for income from international maritime traffic of 
ships registered in the Colombian registry, as well as the 
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inclusion of construction, maintenance and repair of ships 
without VAT cost. 
 

Agricultural and agroindustrial exports 
totaled US $ 5,713 million and grew 
3.6% as of September 2020. 
 

 
 

etween January and September 2020, Colombia's 
agricultural and agroindustrial exports showed an 
important performance, totaling US $ 5,713 

million, a figure that represented a growth of 3.6% 
compared to the same period of the previous year. Sales 
in value of Colombia abroad, in products such as Hass 
avocado, beef, tilapia and panela maintain their 
prominence, with growths that are between 36% and 60% 
 
The Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, 
Rodolfo Zea Navarro, indicated that “we continue to 
advance in our goal of diversifying our export basket. 
Thus, we have reached 27 new admissibility, for products 
such as meat, coffee, rice, Hass avocado, papaya, banana, 
lemon, sweet citrus, seeds, among others ». 
 

SPB, Colombia: New shipping service 
will reduce export costs for national 
producers. 
 

 
 
The Sociedad Portuaria Regional de Buenaventura (SPB) 
in Colombia, announced that it will make available to its 
users the new shipping service West Coast South 
America X-press, which from September 15 will deliver 
new facilities to reduce export costs to national 
producers. Likewise, it will allow Buenaventura to 
connect with other ports in the region, with which it 
currently has no connection. 
 
SPB emphasizes that it was chosen for this service due to 
its capacity and technology, its performance in ship 
unloading times and the port infrastructure that 
characterizes it. «This new service allows us to connect 
shipping lines with alternative ports in the region, which 
due to operational infrastructure cannot dock. Basically, 
we will make empty vessels available to them to serve as 
a means of transporting containers for shipping lines that 
cannot reach ports located in countries such as Colombia, 
Panama, Ecuador, Peru and Chile ", stated the general 
manager (e) of Port Society of Buenaventura, Yahaira 
Díaz. 
 

Broom Logistics invests US $ 4.6 million 
to expand the supply platform in the 
Port of Cartagena, Colombia. 
 

room Logistics, belonging to the Chilean group 
Broom, invested US $ 4.6 million in association 
with Petromil, to expand its supply network 
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integration platform in the Port of Cartagena, one of the 
four ports from which it operates in Colombia. It should 
be noted that the company seeks to be the extra-port 
logistics platform in the country and that this investment 
is followed by others that it will soon consolidate in 
Barranquilla and Buenaventura, reported Vanguardia. 
 

 
 
“We doubled our installed capacity to 70,000 m², where 
we have the capacity to serve 350 vehicles per day and 
store 9,500 TEUs per month, and we have a substation 
for refrigerated containers with capacity for 40 Plugs 
[connections]. For cargo operations, we have a 5,000 m² 
cross-dock platform with the purpose of performing ITR 
services (Cargo Transfer, Consolidation and 
Deconsolidation), as well as temporary storage for import 
and export cargo, "explained Luis Corso, CEO of Broom 
Group, Latam III. 
 

New conditions for navigation in the 
access channel to the port area of 
Barranquilla: Dimar 
 

 

 
he General Maritime Directorate (Dimar), through 
the Captaincy of the Port of Barranquilla, informs 
that according to the permanent monitoring 

carried out with daily bathymetries to the access channel 
of the Port of Barranquilla, the technical analysis, the 
ocean-atmospheric conditions In the wet season and due 
to the high sedimentation, the following maximum entry 
and exit drafts of the vessels are determined as follows: 
 

 
 
These changes are made in order to guarantee maritime, 
river and port security; They will be in force as of today, 
and while the conditions (progress of the dredging works 
- climatological and bathymetric variations) evolve or 
change. 
 
 The Maritime Authority will continue to monitor its 
evolution with specialized professional personnel, 
practical pilots and with available hydrographic 
information; Similarly, this draft for ships will be in force 
until a next update, in addition, it corresponds to the 
evaluation of the conditions of the day of analysis. 
Therefore, force majeure modifications may arise. 
 
The maritime union is recommended to take the relevant 
security measures and be attentive to the messages issued 
by the Barranquilla Harbor Master's Office, through the 
different communications. 
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Dimar will continue working with the authorities and the 
different actors of the maritime and port industry, in order 
to maintain the best indicators of comprehensive 
maritime and river safety in the country. 
 

Exports through the Customs of 
Cartagena decrease. 
 

espite the drop in procedures, the local entity has 
the highest participation among all customs with 
42.2%, as of September. 

 
Colombian exports have yet to find a growth path amid 
the pandemic. 
 
Dane's national data indicate that between January and 
September of this year, the country's external sales had a 
negative variation (-23.6%), going from $ 29,888.9 
million in 2019 to $ 22,843.4 million in this year. Exports 
of the Fuels and extractive industries products group were 
US $ 10,245.5 million and decreased 39.5% compared to 
the same period in 2019. 
 

 
 
This national behavior was reflected in the different 
customs offices and in the balance of Bolívar's own 
exports. 
 

The accumulated January-September of exports 
processed through the local Customs add up to US $ 
9,632.0 million this year, when last year in the same 
month there were US $ 15,359.9 million. 
 
Even so, the Customs of Cartagena participated with 
42.2% of the exports of all these dependencies in the 
country. It was followed by Buenaventura with 12.8% 
participation, Santa Marta (12%), Medellín (8.6%), 
Bogotá (7.9%) and Barranquilla (5.4%), among others. 
 
BOLÍVAR DEPT EXPORTS 
 
As for the exports of the department of Bolívar, these fell 
in the period by 13.6%, going from US $ 1,184.4 million 
in 2019 to 1,023.2 million dollars at the end of September 
this year. 
 
Bolívar remains the sixth exporting department of the 
country with a participation of 6.3%.  
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