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What 9 years of FTA with the US leave? 
 
More Colombian companies are now exporting to the 
United States and the export basket is more diversified, say 
some participants in the AmCham Colombia Forum. 
 

 
 

his Saturday, May 15, marks the ninth anniversary of 
the entry into force of Colombia's Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) with the United States. On a day 

like that, the first container with Colombian products that 
enjoyed the first tariff preferences offered by that agreement 
was dispatched through the port of Cartagena. 
 
Nine years later, the Colombian American Chamber of 
Commerce (AmCham Colombia) scheduled the forum 
‘FTA with the United States: 9 years of stability and 
commercial trust’, with national panelists. 
 
The first to make her presentation was the Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Trade, Laura Valdivieso: This FTA “was a 
State decision that allowed diversifying the country's 
exportable offer, strengthening more exportable regions, the 
export fabric and attracting productive or efficiency 

investment for the country, this agreement has contributed 
to boost non-mining energy exports”. 
 
He recalled that the United States is a diversified market and 
although traditional products such as coffee, flowers and 
bananas maintain their participation, other products have 
successfully entered that market such as Hass avocado, 
Tahiti lemon, tilapia, cape gooseberry and aromatic herbs. 
 
Juana Téllez, economist at BBVA Colombia: The United 
States market represents 30% of our exports, 27% of 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and 52% of remittances 
that arrive in the country. 
 
OTHER VOICES 
 
Juan Pablo Rivera, president of the Bogota Free Zone: 
"We are doing well, but it could be better," noting that the 
agreement has strengthened the status of the bilateral 
relationship, doubled the number of tariff items with access 
to that country, in nine years the number of companies 
exporting to that market increased by 15% and there is a 
32% increase in products exported from Colombia. 
 
Hernando José Gómez, president of Asobancaria and who 
was the chief negotiator of the FTA with the United States 
and invited as an analyst: He drew attention to the need for 
the country to improve its productivity, which in his opinion 
has decreased since the year 2000. Citing some surveys of 
perception on the Colombian business community, he 
pointed out that the results are not the best. It is necessary 
to solve problems of country cost and productivity, it is 
necessary to look at where the difficulties are that prevent 
better taking advantage of the opportunities offered by the 
FTA. 
 
Flavia Santoro, the president of ProColombia: Today, the 
country has 17 trade agreements in force and described the 
agreement with the United States as “synonymous with 
opportunities”. 
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Freight movement on the Magdalena 
River increases 
 
Hydrocarbons, containers, steel, coal and corn are the 
cargoes with the highest participation of tonnages from the 
river and the Dique canal, reports Cormagdalena. 
 

 
 

n the first quarter of the year, the movement of cargo 
through the Magdalena River and the Dique Canal 
increased by 12%, compared to the same period in 2020, 

according to a recent report by the Regional Autonomous 
Corporation of the Rio Grande de la Magdalena 
(Cormagdalena). 
 
In the period, 737,238 tons were mobilized through these 
arteries and of that total Cartagena participates with 94% of 
the load, gained 2 percentage points with respect to its 
participation in all of 2020 when it was 92%. 
 
The total load figures for these river arteries represent 
82,403 tons more than in the same period of 2020. 
 
The Cormagdalena report indicates that the origin-
destination Cartagena mobilized 693,523 tons in the 
quarter; the origin-destination Barranquilla participated 
with 30,525 tons. 
 
TYPE OF LOAD 
 

By products, a positive growth of 17% stands out in the 
mobilization of barrels of hydrocarbons. 
 
Containers had the highest participation in the mobilization 
of dry cargo, with 47% of the tons mobilized between 
January and March. Steel followed, with 28%; coal and 
corn, with 9% each, and 7% corresponds to other products. 
 
Regarding liquid cargo, there is an increase of 17% in 
barrels of hydrocarbons, of which 67% corresponded to fuel 
oil, 26% to crude oil, 6% to naphtha, and 1% to other 
products. 
 
"These figures send a positive message regarding the 
reactivation of the country and the recovery of navigability 
on the country's main tributary: shipping with cargo along 
the Magdalena River is an essential operation for the 
country's economy," said the minister. of Transportation, 
Angela María Orozco. 
 
Cormagdalena continues to develop the dredging plan 
defined to guarantee navigability in the Magdalena River. 
Colombia: Puerto Bita facilitará transporte interno de 
110.440 toneladas de cemento, madera y combustible. 
 

Colombia: Puerto Bita will facilitate 
internal transportation of 110,440 tons 
of cement, wood and fuel. 
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The port terminal, which will be concessioned for 20 years, 
specializes in cabotage and fuel supply 
 

he Bita Port in Cartagena, Colombia, is a jetty 
concessioned by the National Infrastructure Agency 
(ANI), which will handle 110,420 tons of cargo, 

including wood, cement and fuels, according to the ANI 
reported on April 11. In this way, the port that will be 
concessioned for 20 years will specialize in cabotage 
activities, that is, the internal transport of products between 
nearby ports and also the supply of fuel. 
 
"We continue to strengthen the multimodal as the best 
alternative for cargo transportation. This port located in 
Cartagena will boost the regional economy, but will also 
generate employment opportunities for many citizens," said 
Angela María Orozco, Minister of Transportation. 
 
Regarding the transport of wood, this will be multimodal; 
the product will come from Chocó, then it will be unloaded 
at the dock with specialized personnel and distributed 
locally. Likewise, the cement transport will be carried out, 
which will be taken to Turbo by barges. 
 
Meanwhile, fuel supply activities will be carried out by 
double-hull barges with petroleum-derived hydrocarbons. 
The vessels will supply fuel to the ships that call at the 
different docks in the city. 
 
In the same way, fuel will be supplied directly at the dock 
to motor ships that, due to their characteristics and draft, can 
arrive and dock at the facilities to be serviced directly or 
from the barges. 
 
The public use areas that are awarded in concession will be 
located in the city of Cartagena, in the department of 
Bolívar, at kilometer 3, on the right bank of the freight 
corridor that leads to the Mamonal industrial zone. 
 

Colombia: Port of Barranquilla handled 
1 million tons in April, with a 17% year-
on-year increase 

However, the figure is lower compared to March, partly due 
to canal conditions 
 

 
 

he movement of cargo in the port area of 
Barranquilla registered a slight decrease in April of 
this year compared to the dynamism registered in 

March. Meanwhile, the volume of cargo handled by the 
terminals that are part of Asoportuaria was 1 million tons 
compared to the nearly 1.2 million reported in March. 
However, despite this, Luca Ariza, director of Asoportuaria, 
assured that if the cargo flow is compared with that of April 
of last year, a growth of 17% is observed, a month in which 
the impact of the arrival of the pandemic, reported El 
Heraldo.  
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