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Colombia: The Bill of Flagging Bill is 
approved to strengthen the maritime 
industry. 
 

Among other aspects, it defines the requirements for high-
board, coastal, fishing and recreational vessels. 
 

 
 

his weekend, the Colombian Congress approved the 
Flagging Law Project, which seeks to strengthen the 
maritime industry, take advantage of the two oceans 

in a sustainable way, generate employment and improve the 
living conditions of the 47 coastal municipalities of the 
country, an initiative that It was promoted by the National 
Government, reported Radio Nacional de Colombia. 
 
To attract more ships and flag them in Colombia, the project 
led by the Vice Presidency of the Republic through the 
Colombian Ocean Commission-CCO-, together with 
Dimar, the Colombian Navy and the Ministry of Defense, 
proposes to improve current measures such as the single 
national registry of ships, delimiting the requirements for 
high-board, cabotage, fishing and recreational ships; as well 
as the special registry for artisanal fishing vessels; eliminate 
the public deed as a document for the sale of ships and 
artifacts of this industry, among others. 
 

"Flagging a vessel represents paying less charters and 
freights to foreign shipping companies, which move 97.6% 
of imports and 98.8% of the country's exports, while 
generating new jobs for seafarers, because all vessels 
registered in Colombia must have at least 80% of 
Colombian crew, with which, it is expected to generate in 
the first three years, more than 20,000 new direct and 
indirect jobs in crews, training centers, auxiliary services, 
shipbuilding, marinas and ports ", affirmed the vice 
president and chancellor, Marta Lucía Ramírez. 
 
It should be noted that, currently, Colombia has 4,088 
registered vessels, of which only 125 are for international 
traffic, while 3,963 are for national traffic, among which are 
vessels for general cargo transport, tankers, tugboats, 
fishing vessels. artisanal and industrial, tourism boats and 
passenger transport, pleasure and sports boats. 
 
"Our goal as a government is to turn Colombia into a bi-
oceanic power, for which, from the CCO we are working on 
11 strategic axes, one of them being the flagging of ships," 
said the senior official. In addition, he highlighted the 
opportunity to take advantage of Colombia's privileged 
position, as one of the 21 bi-oceanic countries in the world: 
“This position has to give us new opportunities for 
education, specialized technical training, employment and 
entrepreneurship for the population of both coasts: 
Caribbean and Pacific". 
 

Sociedad Portuaria de Barranquilla, US 
investors acquire 78% of its shares for 
US $ 220 million. 
 
An investment plan will be established later for the next five 
years. 
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 fund made up of several US investors acquired 
78% of the shares of the Sociedad Portuaria de 
Barranquilla (SPB) for an approximate value of US 

$ 220 million, confirmed René Puche, president of the 
organization, also adding that next week the directives from 
that fund to the city to establish the investment plan for the 
next five years. 
 
One of the reasons that led to the sale to a majority 
shareholder is the port's sedimentation problems, which led 
to an 80% restriction on the entry and exit of ships in the 
city. In fact, on June 25, 11 ships had to be diverted to other 
ports in the region and on July 13, 2021, nine vessels had to 
wait for conditions to improve in order to enter the port. 
 
The shallow depth in some sectors of the Magdalena River 
has the port plunged into one of its worst crisis in its history, 
which is why the Mayor of Barranquilla decided to declare 
a public calamity. With this announcement, the 
Administration was empowered to seek resources in an 
accelerated manner with the national government to 
overcome the crisis and expedite the process of contracting 
a permanent dredging for the Port of Barranquilla. The 
immediate solution was the arrival of a Jean de Nul dredge 
that set sail from Jamaica bound for Barranquilla. 
 

Vaccination of dock workers against 
Covid-19 in Latin America continues to 
progress progressively. 
 

 
 

he only multipurpose port network in Colombia, 
Compas, began, on July 15, the vaccination process 
for its 316 employees in each of the regions where it 

has a presence, Buenaventura (129), Cartagena (64), 
Barranquilla (50 ), Tolú (49) and Bogotá (24), in order to 
achieve immunization in all the Company's employees. 
 
It is worth mentioning that, through the "Entrepreneurs for 
vaccination" program of the National Association of 
Entrepreneurs of Colombia - ANDI, Compas made an 
investment of more than US $ 17,000 for the acquisition of 
632 doses of Sinovac. 
 
For its part, the Port of Cartagena Group, after vaccinating 
395 employees, opened a new phase to vaccinate their 
cohabiting relatives starting on July 22. In total, they have 
about 500 Sinovac vaccines, purchased through the ANDI 
program. In addition, it bought 3,000 doses of vaccines to 
apply them to 1,500 employees and their families. 
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Finally, a week ago, the Santa Marta Port Society 
vaccinated more than 300 people, including workers and 
relatives of the Port and its subsidiaries. 
 

Río Magdalena, Colombia: 2,000 tons of 
steel will be transported using the 
multimodal scheme. 
 
The Gerdau Diaco company which will move the product 
from Barranquilla to its plant in Cundinamarca. 
 

 
 

erdau Diaco announced that it will transport 2,000 
tons of steel through the Magdalena River from 
Barranquilla to its Muña plant in Sibaté, 

Cundinamarca, using the multimodal scheme. The company 
also reported that transportation by river takes about eight 
days and after the fluvial mode, the loading and storage 
services in Barrancabermeja will be used and later loaded 
by truck for final delivery. The cargo will travel in cabotage 
mode, which means that the customs process of 
nationalization will take place after its arrival in 
Barrancabermeja. 
 

Port of Buenaventura Colombia: ANI 
stands out for investments in new 
technologies and dealer equipment. 
Five port terminals together reach investments of US $ 
1,789 million. 
 

 
 

ive ports concessioned by the National Infrastructure 
Agency-ANI in Buenaventura have stood out for 
their investments in new technologies and loading 

and unloading equipment. These five port companies have 
investments of US $ 1,789 million together and generate 
about 2,911 jobs in the area.  G
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