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Colombia: Through an action plan they 
seek to start up a deepwater port in 
Barranquilla. 
 
Mayor of the city, highlighted public and private effort to 
end problems in the port area. 
 

 
 

he Ministry of Transportation of Colombia, 
Cormagdalena, Findeter, Asoportuaria, the 
Atlántica Integremial Committee and DIMAR 

have set up work and communication tables in order to 
allow consolidating the bases of a medium and long-term 
scheme to give a definitive solution to the difficulties 
faced by the Barranquilla Port Zone, given the natural 
conditions of the river and its currents, according to the 
mayor. 
 
Apart from the recovery of the access channel's 
navigability, the mayor of Barranquilla, Jaime Pumarejo, 
assured that "we are going to move forward with the 
deep-water port. The plan will be another effort by the 
public and private sectors of Barranquilla and the Nation. 
for the benefit of the economy and the competitiveness of 
the country ", considering that the city is important in the 

national strategy for attracting investment with a view to 
exports. 
For his part, Lucas Ariza, executive director of 
Asoportuaria, said that solutions for the access channel 
situation cannot wait because "the entire productive and 
commercial chain of the region and of strategic sectors 
for the country such as the import of steel and bulk, and 
export of coke coal, which see the Barranquilla Port Zone 
as an ally for their foreign trade operations ". 
 
The executive president of the Atlantic Inter-union 
Committee, Efraín Cepeda Tarud, indicated that "keeping 
the operation of the Barranquilla Port Zone open, safe and 
stable is necessary for the city, because it is the structural 
axis of its economy, but also for Colombia because 
operates as a national and international distribution 
center. " 
 
PORT MASTER PLAN 
 
The priorities of the action plan are designed in the long 
term for the local port system, and considers: 
 
Adaptation of the access channel to the Barranquilla Port 
Zone through the necessary dredging in the shortest 
possible time, this in accordance with the natural and 
historical alignment of the Magdalena River and its 
currents. Findeter opened a process for the contracting of 
a dredger with a greater capacity, between 9,000 and 
14,000 cubic meters for the removal of almost 900,000 
cubic meters of sediment in critical areas, to restore the 
navigability conditions of the access channel for three 
months. 
 
Continuous maintenance of the access channel is also 
considered, when it is already with adequate and 
permanent dredging, according to the needs of the river 
and the constant barimetries from Bocas de Ceniza to the 
Pumarejo bridge, to anticipate the rise in sedimentation. 
For this reason, a process will be opened to find a new 
operator, in charge of maintaining the channel for 2021. 
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It is intended to recover in the short term the rigid 
structures for the adaptation of the access channel and 
thus guarantee good operation by maintaining the 
directional dam and repairing the cutwaters. 
 
In addition, the financing and start-up of the adaptation 
process of the Maritime Port Zone and its complementary 
works such as dredging, the protection breakwater, 
intervention of the Puerto Mocho beach, the 
comprehensive recovery of the Mallorquín swamp and 
road will be ensured. terrestrial access. 
 
Finally, the plan considers materializing the APP for the 
recovery of the navigability of the Magdalena River by 
2021, this through a concession that allows establishing 
as a priority the stability of the access channel to the 
Barranquilla Port Zone and the development of localized 
water components. above. 
 

Port of Barranquilla, Colombia: 
Compas investment in terminal 
amounts to US $ 30 million. 
 
The modernization of the line of docks with a greater 
number of berths is contemplated.

 

ompas announced that it will invest US $ 30 
million in its Barranquilla port terminal for the 
expansion and modernization of the site. The 

company's manager, Santiago Valderrama, indicated that 
the modernization of the dock line with four new berths 
is being contemplated, allowing four ships to be served 
simultaneously, El Heraldo reported. 
 
Also, he highlighted the change from the coal conveyor 
belt to one with a higher load capacity, reaching 800 tons 
per hour. This is possible with a mobile loader that does 
not require the vessel to move to load its holds, shortening 
times and generating a more efficient operation. 
 
Valderrama pointed out that the terminal is 
"multipurpose, we move coal, coke, fertilizers, steels, 
liquids and we are one of the few certified plants on the 
Caribbean Coast [of Colombia] to mobilize jet fuel. With 
our ally Bravo Petróleo we have a liquid fuel plant where 
we handle hydrocarbons. " 
 
In addition, the manager explained that the terminal has 
been affected in the import of steel, which was reduced 
by almost 30% and in liquid cargo, jet fuel especially, 
since from March to September there had not been a new 
import, staying in storage because the planes stayed on 
the ground. 
 
Almost 1.1 million tons were mobilized in the 
Barranquilla Terminal in 2020, a figure that represents a 
reduction of 170,000 tons compared to those mobilized 
in 2019. The reduction is related to the effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the Need to divert ships to 
other terminals in the region given the navigability 
conditions in the access channel to the Port of 
Barranquilla. 
 
Valderrama believes that the projections for 2021 are 
moderate and it is expected to reach the 2019 volumes, 
given that the market has reacted favorably since the 
reopening, reactivating the Government's projects to 
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accelerate the economy with the construction and imports 
of steel. 
 

Puerto Aguadulce de Colombia reached 
the mobilization of one million TEUs. 
 
Terminal located in the port of Buenaventura highlighted 
the effort made in this achievement. 
 

 
 
The Sociedad Puerto Industrial Aguadulce, which began 
its operations in 2016, mobilized its 1 millionth container 
in the port of Buenaventura, Valle del Cauca, Colombia. 
The event was considered an important milestone for the 
organization. 
 
"This is another great news that we can share with the 
country. The one millionth container represents our 
efforts to generate social and economic development in 
Buenaventura. The special characteristics of our terminal 
and the highly trained and dedicated staff make it possible 
to generate more options and connections, as well as 
attracting more investment and opportunities for the 
country, "said Miguel Abisambra, general manager of 
Aguadulce. 
 

According to the port operator, since its inception, Puerto 
Aguadulce has become one of the ports with the highest 
level of productivity and operational efficiency in 
Colombia. It has a capacity of 600,000 TEU in its first 
phase, ensuring excellence in all port services provided 
to customers. 
 
"Despite the adversities of 2020 for the world economy, 
we begin the new year with this positive news that 
reaffirms our effort and our momentum to provide a great 
gateway for shipments in the Colombian Pacific region," 
confirmed Abisambra. 
 
It is worth mentioning that Puerto Aguadulce is a state-
of-the-art container terminal, which began operating in 
November 2016. Its main shareholders are: International 
Container Terminal Services, Inc. (ICTSI) from the 
Philippines and PSA International from Singapore.  


