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Colombia will have 17 new maritime 
terminals that will improve its 
connectivity. 
 
The country is getting ready for the creation of 17 new 
maritime terminals, which would consolidate the 
global connectivity that it has today, and which allows 
moving 444 million tons. 
 

 
 
Colombia is among the main maritime routes in the 
world with access to more than 750 ports in 150 
countries, thanks to a great public and private 
commitment that since 2010 has allowed to accelerate 
the port infrastructure and take it to a higher level and 
on the path of the competitiveness. 
 
The quarter of an hour of the port infrastructure cannot 
be wasted, and therefore the number of ports is not 
enough. To achieve real competitiveness, experts 
point out, the country must focus on complementarity. 
This great connectivity that Colombia has achieved 
with the world must now occur from the interior, with 
the port infrastructure network, logistics services and 
other networks such as roads, railways and the 
navigability of the Magdalena River. 
We must prepare for the new scenario, with 17 new 
ports, in addition to the 60 already concessioned. In 

this way, the port industry would have a capacity of 
514 million tons, in 2021, including general and 
container cargo, hydrocarbons, bulk and coal, among 
others, according to the estimate of the National 
Infrastructure Agency (ANI). 
 
Among the ports of the future that have already been 
granted are: Puerto Bahía Colombia de Urabá, in 
Turbo, Antioquia; Graneles del Golfo, in San Antero, 
Córdoba; and Exxon Mobil in Cartagena, Bolívar. --- 
 

Cartagena Bay: 31 years waiting for 
restoration.  
 
It was in 1989 when environmental damage occurred 
in the bay that forced Dow Química to pay US $ 6 
million for its restoration. Still, the resources have not 
been invested. 
 
The island communities and the area of influence of 
the Bay of Cartagena have had to wait 31 years for 
their right to a healthy environment to be restored. 
This after a spill in the body of water of a compound 
belonging to the Dow Chemical company was 
registered in 1989, which caused the environmental 
contamination of at least 3 square kilometers and the 
death of hundreds of fish at that time. --- 
 

For a greener and more sustainable 
port infrastructure. 
 
One of the major concerns of the sector is to have 
terminals and buildings that help mitigate the impact 
of climate change. The Port of Cartagena develops 
exemplary initiatives in this field. 
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Port terminals are key pieces in the competitiveness of 
Colombia's foreign trade. Through them, about 90 
percent of the products that are imported and exported 
are mobilized. Therefore, the formulation of a master 
plan for structured development, detailed preventive 
and corrective maintenance, the renewal of port 
equipment, and the entire infrastructure, constitutes 
the best ally for sustainable economic development. 
Thus, the economic growth of our country will have 
more reliability in terms of competitiveness, 
operational efficiency and cargo security. 
 
The evolution of container ships has allowed the Port 
of Cartagena to transform its port infrastructure to 
meet current and future challenges in the sector. The 
modernization of the docks of the Cartagena Regional 
Port Society, whose first phase was built in the 1930s, 
has been achieved. Now they can serve modern ships 
with loads of up to 14,000 TEU. This project received 
the 2018 National Engineering Award from the 
Colombian Society of Engineers. 
 
On the other hand, in the Cartagena Container 
Terminal (Contecar) it also has great achievements. 
The extension of the existing marginal wharf by 1,000 
meters was completed. The capacity of the storage 
yards was increased, from 100,000 to 3,500,000 

containers per year. A docking position was adapted 
for the reception of Ro-Ro type motor ships. Finally, 
the deepening of the maneuvering dock was 
completed, achieving a minimum depth of 16.5 
meters; thus, we can serve ships of up to 14,000 TEU. 
 
Climate change is another reality that challenges the 
port infrastructure due to the increase in temperature, 
the rise in sea level and coastal erosion. For this 
reason, the Port of Cartagena, within its modernization 
works, develops buildings and infrastructure adapted 
to these conditions and designed with a long-term 
vision. In this way, these investments will guarantee 
the operation and competitiveness of the port 
terminals in the future. 
 

Draft authorized for the access 
channel increases to 9.7 meters. 
 
The Captaincy of the Port of Barranquilla assured that 
it will continue to monitor the Magdalena River. 
 
The General Maritime Directorate, Dimar, through the 
Captaincy of the Port of Barranquilla, reported that the 
draft for the access channel to the Port of Barranquilla 
increased. 
 
The maritime authority stated that, according to the 
monitoring carried out in the canal and the technical 
analyzes, the authorized draft for ships with a length 
up to 200 meters is 9.7 meters in daylight and without 
time restriction the valid draft will be 9.3 meters. 
 
 


